BASICS FOR LIVING THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
3.  “Let’s Realize Our New Position in Christ!”
Romans 5:12-8:39
Introduction:
What is the normal Christian life?  Is it a matter of trying to follow Christ’s teachings so we become good, moral people?  And good, religious people?  This is the common understanding of what it means to be a Christian.  But that is totally incorrect, from a biblical perspective – in the book of Romans Paul talks about the gospel as not being a self-help guide to live a good life – but it is the power of God for salvation.  The normal Christian life is not a life we can generate on our own, or even live on our own.  It is a life made possible by Christ and can only be lived by Christ in/thru us.
(Chapters 1-3) – Spells out the bad news.  Every human being not only has sinned and under the wrath of God, but every human being is under the power of sin, making it impossible for him to become righteous.  Our problem is not only what we do, but what we are.  We are not sinners because we sin; we sin because we’re sinners.

(Chapters 3-5) – Paul offers God’s solution to man’s dilemma.  God offers His own Son and places all our sins upon Him.  By His shed blood, God’s wrath, our guilt, and Satan’s claims are met and paid for.  Then God places Christ’s righteousness on us.  He credits it 
to our bankrupt account.  How do we gain access to all this?  Paul responds – simply by faith – accepting and believing what God promised He would do.  He proves this as the method God always used by pointing to Abraham and David.  The benefit for us is peace with God, new meaning and hope.

If all we understand about the good news is that Jesus died on the cross to forgive me of my sin – then we understand only ½ the gospel.  Forgiveness of sins only solves the problem of our standing before a Holy God.  We still have a further problem of our conduct/behavior as sinners.  How does God deal with the sin power or principle in us?  The blood can wash away our sins (justification), but does not wash away our old nature.  That must be dealt with by the cross of Christ. (Sanctification).
I.   WE ARE BORN AS SINNERS IN ADAM…WE ARE REBORN TO BE SAINTS IN CHRIST.  (5:12-21)
In this second half of Romans, Paul introduces a key concept we must understand:  We are not sinners because we commit sins; no, we commit sin because we are sinners by birth.  The question we need to answer 1) how is it possible that we are sinners by birth, not by behavior?  2) How is it possible for spiritually dead people to come alive?
A. Through Adam we became sinners by birth – Not behavior. (5:12-17)
1. At the beginning of our life as Christians we tend to focus primarily on our behavior—we recognize and confess our sins.  We are distressed by what we have done.  We think if we can just have sins forgiven and given a new start – we will do better.
2. Here we realize, to our dismay – that our trouble is not merely what we have done, but what we are.  We’re concerned with our doing, while the real problem is our being.  Our character comes from Adam – birth/heritage  (Mark 7:20, 21)
· Adam – Sin – Death –All mankind died (Birth-Adam=dead in trespasses/sins.  Born again (Christ) alive in Christ)
· Illustration:  How I became an American citizen – Dutch dad’s choice.

3. So the basic trouble is not only that our behavior is sinful and needs forgiveness, but also due to my heredity we are sinners, change parentage.

B.   Through Christ, we become saints by rebirth – not behavior (5:15-21)
1.  The free gift is not like the trespass.

· Trespass – Disobedience, sin, condemnation, death

· Free Gift – obedience, forgiveness, righteousness, life 
2.   Jesus is a type of Adam (last man vs. 18-19).  We are part of new family (new/2nd Adam)
· How does a person move out of Adam’s family to be included into Christ’s family?  Must die – must be reborn.

· Think about your baptism – water-cleansing/tomb. (6:1-3) Blood (water) cleanses you – cross (water) you have died—resurrection.
II. CHRIST’S CROSS REPRESENTS YOUR DEATH; HIS RESURRECTION IS YOUR LIFE   (6:1-23)
As the last Adam (man), Christ is the sum total humanity; as the second man (Adam) he becomes the head of a new race.  So we have two unions, the one relating to His death and the other to His resurrection.  When Jesus was crucified on the cross, He died as the last man (Adam) wiping out the old race.  As the second Adam He brings in a new humanity.  It is in His resurrection that new life begins.  Our old history ends with the cross; our new history begins with the Resurrection.
So, how does it work out in life?  How does it become real in our experience?  In chapters 6, 7, 8 we discover that living the normal Christian life is a four-fold process: Knowing…reckoning/counting accepting…submitting and walking in Spirit.

A. Know Your New Identity in Christ (6:1-11)
1.  Our death with Christ is an historical fact (6:1-2)

· We cannot receive justification if we have not seen Christ bearing our sins through His blood.  But nor can we have sanctification if we have not seen Him bearing us on the cross.  Not only have our sins been lad on Him, but we ourselves have been put in Him.
· God’s way to deal with sin’s power is different from our say.  Our way is to try and suppress it by seeking to overcome it.  God’s way is to remove us.
2. The normal Christian life begins by our knowing (His death=your death) (6:2)  (FACTS)
· We must see our new identity in Christ – see your baptism
· Our old nature was crucified, nailed on the cross. (6:6, 9)  Know the exchanged life—you give Christ all you are.  He gives you all He is

B. Accept the Reality of Your New Identity (6:12-14) vs. 11   (FAITH)
1. “Reckon” (count) “consider”, “accept” it as true.  Bookkeeping term.  Accounting 
· It’s not positive thinking—accepting the truth of the facts (Gal. 2:20)
· We have been delivered from sin’s power over us.
2.  It’s a matter of accepting God’s presence and power.
· Now act on that reality – start from the position of victory.
      C.   Submit to the new master of your life (15-23)
1. (Rom. 6:6) says that the “old self” could not please God.  It has to die in order that you might be freed from sin as your master.  Your death in Christ ended your slave relationship to sin.  That doesn’t mean that sin died—still real—but you died, new master.
· Why do we continue to sin?  Because—we choose to do so!

2. (15-16) Your behavior reflects who you allow to be boss.

3. (17-19) When you obey new master, you experience righteousness (Holy living).
(20-23)Make the comparison – slaves of sin – owned by or Christ.  (The Spirit-filled walk is not ( License (free to live responsibly) ( Legalism –negative legalism—don’t; --positive legalism—do) II Cor. 3:6
III.   CHRIST’S DEATH SETS YOU FREE FROM NEEDING TO BE GOOD ENOUGH   (7:1-25)
         Romans 6 deals with the reality that my being in Christ deals with our freedom from the power of sin.  Now Chapter 7 deals with our freedom from the demands of the law.  Grace is not a license to sin (6:1, 15).  You serve a new master.  But the goal of the Christian life is not to (keep rules) stop sinning!  Real goal is to know Christ, die to self, let Christ live in and through you.  It is only in comparison with the riches of knowing Christ and His presence that sin begins to lose it appeal (6:22; 6:14).  But, shouldn’t we still use the law of God to produce righteousness in our lives as Christians?  Problem:  If we strive for our sanctification by trying to keep the law, we’re using our flesh in an effort to please God. (Ch. 7 is an explanation of 6:14).         (5 –Christ’s death for us—justification. 6—Our death with Christ=sanctification)

A. The Law has jurisdiction over people only as long as they’re alive (1-6)
1. Illustration of husband/wife relationship – law=husband, woman=Christ.
2. In Christ, Christians have died to the demands of the law (4).  Doesn’t work.
· What’s forbidden stimulates a desire to have it or to do it!
· The purpose of the law was never to make people righteous – 3:19, 20.  All it can do is set the standard and point out what’s wrong.
· A law is not just a command to do, it’s always a command with a penalty attached!
     B.   (7-12) The Law exposes people to their need, but offers no solution
                 1.   God’s law defines sin – policemen can’t pull you over without law.
2.  The law stirs within us to do what is forbidden. “Don’t look, touch, go to”
3.   Sin is not within the command; the command exposes sin without me.

  C.   Trying to use God’s law to produce the Christian life results in self-conflict. (13-20)

1. Sin’s deadly character is exposed under the pure light of God’s law.  Until we see our sinful nature for what it is we will try to use it to make us look good.
2. Living by the rules/law is living in the realm of self-effort.
· This passage – Paul as lost man or as Christian? – A Christian trying to please God in his own strength.  The law exposes a man to his need.  Not solution – the solution of his problem. (( Justification: not able to be good enough.)
· Salvation is not just a release from the punishment that we deserve.  It is truly being rescued from what we are!  (( Sanctification: not able to be good enough.)

      D.   The purpose of God’s law is to bring us to Christ. (7:21-25)

             1.  We want to do what is right, pleasing to God, but obeying rules doesn’t do it.


 2.  What’s the difference between a city dog and a country dog?

IV.  YOUR NEW LIFE IN CHRIST IS LIVED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT’S POWER 
        (8:1-39)   What is the Gospel? (1:16) – Power of God – (1-3) Need = behavior/being:  Sin/Sinners;  Do…Are.

(3-5) God’s solution: Jesus death/resurrection, our faith. (5:13-7:25) Jesus blood deals with penalty of our sins, Jesus’ cross deals with the need for our death (person of the sinner).  Our flesh can’t be salvaged is destined for dust.  Power of sin dealt with, power of law/condemnation – dealt with –so, how then do we live?

A. The Spirit’s presence and power cause us to come alive (1-13)
1. Two opposing laws:  Sin/death…character/consequence…Spirit like gravity and aero dynamic plane.

2. God changes your heart status…yow you must change your mind.

· No longer focus on self gratification, self-effort, ego, pride.

· Spirit – new identity, Christ’s presence, power, promises, purpose.

3.  (9-13) Whole new perspective – Christ in me – What’s on your agenda?

 B.  The Spirit provides a life of wholeness, hope and help.  (14-27)

      1.  Focus on your new identity (14-17) Son of God, adoption, joint heirs.

      2.  Live with new hope (promises) – (18-25) Any suffering we endure as Christians we always know that it is for a season.  Our suffering comes from men, but our glory comes from the Lord – We will groan, but redemption is coming.

C.  The Spirit promises comfort, conquering and confidence (26-39)

      1.  (26-27) – When we go thru tough times the Holy Spirit intercedes for us.

      2.  (28-30) – Our suffering always has purpose – works for good, glory, to create Christ’s character in us.

      3.  (31-36) – Confidence in God’s sovereignty makes us more than conquerors.

      4.  (37-39) – Don’t ever allow anything cause in security or fear, because you are always secure in Christ’s love.
Conclusion:

To live the normal Christian life is not simply asking Jesus to forgive you of your sin and then get religion and try to live by the rules of some code book called the Bible.  Remember, our problem is not only the sins we have committed, but also the power of sin in our old nature.  Christ’s blood deals with our sins, but His cross must deal with us as sinners.  We must die in our flesh, and come alive in Christ.

The cross—as my death, deals with who controls my life – new master.  The cross frees me from the demands and condemnation of God’s law.  We live by a new principle—obey indwelling Christ, the new master in us.  We do so by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, His life in us!!
